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cesses and Ladies who for fifteen years have given of
their means for the repose of those men or women
who wished to sequester themselves from the world.
But I believe (under correction) that their piety would
shine with greater luster if it were shown in behalf
of these poor Western nations, who are in a lament-
able condition, and whose lack of instruction cries to
God for vengeance against those who might help
them to become Christians, and will not. A Queen
of Castille caused the Christian religion to be intro-
duced into the lands of the West which belong to
Spain; so act, O light of the Queens of the world,
that through your instrumentality, the name of God
may soon be proclaimed throughout all this new
world, where it is not yet known. Now resuming the
thread of our [37] History, as we have spoken of the
voyage of Sieur de Poutrincourt, it will not be out
of place, if, after having touched upon the hardships
and tediousness of his journey, which retarded him
one year, we say a word about the return of his ship,
which will be brief, inasmuch as the voyages from
the Western world, this side of the Tropic of Cancer,
are usually so. I have given the reason for this in
my History of New France, to which I refer the
Reader, where he will also learn why it is that in
Summer the sea there is overhung with fogs to such
an extent that for one clear day there are two fogg

ones; and twice we were in fogs which lasted eight
entire days. This is why Sieur de Poutrincourt’s
son, when he was sent back to France for fresh sup-
plies, was as long in reaching the great Codfish
Banks from Port Royal, as in getting to France from
the said Banks; and yet from these Banks to the coast
of France there are eight hundred good leagues; and
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